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Register Now!

Our Lodge-wide ordeal is coming up! Lodge Ordeal will be held at Camp 
Ransburg from September 16th to the 18th.

Lodge Ordeal is a great way to reconnect with Arrowmen, and help lead 
the future members through their induction process.

One way that you can 
help out during this 
weekend is by being an  
Elangomat. This is your 
way to  reconnect and 
reflect on your journey 
as an Arrowmen, by 
helping guide candi-
dates throughout their 
ordeal experience. 

interested in any staffing 
positions? please email 
our Ordeal Master Here

If it has been 6 months 
since your ordeal, you 
are now able to seal 
your membership by 
obtaining the rank of 
Brotherhood. Please 
mark the  brotherhood 
candidate section during 
registration.

If you are a vigil 
member, we will be 
having a vigil event this 
ordeal. Please make 
sure to read the vigil 
event section of this 
newsletter for more 
information.

Staff Brotherhood Vigil

https://twitter.com/jaccostowne?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/jaccostowne/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/JaccosTowne/
https://scoutingevent.com/160-2022Ordeals
http://vicechief@jaccostownelodge.org
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Pay your 2022 Dues
Arrowmen must pay their annual dues of $20 to remain in good standing with the Lodge and 
be eligible for various awards and recognition themselves. The number of members in good      
standing helps our Chapters and the Lodge receive funding, awards, etc. from the National Order 
of the Arrow, and provide additional services to you and your unit.

To pay your 2022 dues, you can pay online Here.

Vigil Event - Lodge Ordeal
The Vigil committee has been planning 
another social gathering this year for all 
Vigil members at the Lodge Ordeal on Sep-
tember 16th at Ransburg Scout Reservation. 
The Vigil Reunion will start at 8:00 PM in the 
Inlow Aquatic Center. This is a time of 
fellowship for all Vigil members and there 
will also be the first-ever Vigil Trading Post! 
Be sure to know your Vigil name as you will 
be sharing it during the social. Hope to see 
you there! When registering for this Vigil 
event, the password is the watchwords of the 
vigil honor with no spaces.

Click Here to register!

New Trading Post Item!
During our lodge ordeal weekend, we 
will be selling one of our new flaps! This 
flap features four ceremonialists at 
nightfall. We will be selling them for $5 
each. Make sure to get them before they 
are gone, only 100 were made!

https://scoutingevent.com/160-OADues2022
https://scoutingevent.com/160-2022Ordeals
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Lodge Chief Minute
Arrowmen,

I want to begin by thanking everyone who made a fantastic summer 
camp season possible. The Ransburg program will always hold a special 
place in my heart, but for any role, camper, volunteer, or staff, at any 
camp, you were part of something incredible and I thank you for that. In 
particular, 7,000 arrowmen around the nation (and ~60 from Jaccos) 
ended their summer season at the National OA Conference in Knoxville, 
TN (returning in 2024, location TBD). Among the many amazing 
experiences of NOAC, I was particularly struck by an encounter that 
led me back to our most foundational value: The Admonition. Our entire 
movement and all of our work, in respective communities, rests on a 
cornerstone of Love for One Another. As we all move into this fall season, 
be that school, work, or a new chapter of life, let us hold those words 
as Uncas did “clutching them beneath our cloaks of deerskin, near our 
hearts [let us] keep them sheltered.*” Loving One Another extends 
beyond words or professions of virtue and is about true action. Only 
through conscious action can we ensure that everyone we meet feels 
that love, that they feel included. One of the many reasons I love camp is 
for the environment we create. Everyone is invited to be their goofiest, 
weirdest, most authentic self (why else would we sing so many crazy 
songs?). Love for one another is about welcoming that authentic identity 
year-round. We hold this love as our whispered secret, but it was never 
meant to stay in the ceremonial circle. The most important moment of the 
Ordeal is not the sashing or the legend, but the conclusion as Allowat 
sends arrowmen out into the world to live the obligation and admonition. 
As we transition from one chapter of our lives to the next, keep the 
admonition close within your heart and live it out for all the world to see.

WWW,
Max Kitchell (he/they)
2022 Lodge Chief

*If you don’t understand that reference, complete Brotherhood 
like 48 Brothers did at Ransburg. You can too at Lodge Ordeal 
(Sept. 16-18) or LLD/Banquet (Dec. 3rd)!
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Brotherhood: Seal Your Membership
 Are you currently an Ordeal 
Member? If so, you are eligible 
for Brotherhood! You can seal 
your membership during our 
Lodge Ordeal weekend! When 
you register, make sure you 
check the Brotherhood add-on. 
We hope to see you there! 
Register Here! 

Lodge Adviser Minute
We’ve had a very productive summer with the continued involvement 
of OA at Camp Ransburg and Camp Kikthawenund. We continue to see 
more Arrowman completing their Brotherhood while at camp and the 
design and distribution of another great adult leader gift as well. This 
summer we had 43 excited Youth and Adult Arrowman join us for NOAC 
at the University of Tennessee. I loved getting to watch the shows, trad-
ing patches and talking with everyone who attended. We are continuing 
to make changes over this next year as we switch from a Vice Chief and 
3 Area Chiefs to 3 Vice Chiefs. We will reduce down from 4 Ordeals to 3 
Ordeals. We will have a Spring Ordeal, Fall Ordeal and Lodge Ordeal. 
We are also working on balancing out the responsibilities of the Youth
Officers along with their Adult Advisers. I am happy to see the number of 
Youth interested in running for Lodge Offices this coming year.
I encourage all of you to please attend the Lodge Ordeal, September 
16-18. I look forward to seeing our Vigil members coming to support our 
new Vigil candidates this weekend and can’t wait to see who you elect to 
be your new Lodge Officers for the 2023 year.

WWW,
Scott Smith
Jaccos Towne Lodge Adviser

https://scoutingevent.com/160-2022Ordeals
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Lodge Online Store 2022

Scholarships
 We have a Scholarship application for those who wish to 
obtain one. This scholarship is open to both youth and adults, 
with priority given to youth. The application must be submitted 
at least 2 weeks before an OA event. Your application will be 
reviewed by the Jaccos Towne Lodge scholarship committee. 
Once the application has been reviewed, you and your unit 
leader (if youth) will be notified via email. We cannot 
guarantee that every applicant for this scholarship will receive 
assistance. A limited amount of funds are available each year. 
If you would like to apply for a Scholarship, here is the link.

If you have any questions, please email Melanie here:
scholarships@jaccostownelodge.org

Last year we started our first ever 
online clothing and gear store. 
We will be having our second 
one with a new design. The store 
will be launching at lodge ordeal 
and last for one month. Make sure 
you stay connected to get the link 
when it launches! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbl-0lrIAQhyN2p7elfkTJQY_PRS9iIT3KhAwhQOG357SbjA/viewform
http://scholarships@jaccostownelodge.org 
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NOAC 2022 Wrap Up
Over 6,500 Arrowmen from all over the nation and Puerto Rico attended NOAC at the University of Tennessee on July 
25-30. We had 43 Arrowmen from Jaccos Towne Lodge attend. It was the most amazing week. Everyone said they all 
had so much fun that they all would attend the next NOAC.
Ronnie and I entertained our contingent members on the bus ride to NOAC with games and trivia for fabulous prizes 
(stickers and patches). We stopped for lunch at Buc-ees. The most insane gas station ever with really good food. It was 
a great place to stop. Noah is actually still talking about the brisket sandwich and many of us came home with blankets 
or other fun souvenirs.

Our week at NOAC was filled with classes, trainings, entertaining shows, special dinners, dance competitions, visiting 
the ACES village to learn about conservation, and the Ignite Festival (fun, interactive booths set up by different lodges 
across the nation) and of course, a lot of patch trading.  We also had Arrowmen participate in marathons and a triath-
lon, as well as Escape Rooms, most of which escaped successfully. There was truly something to do for everyone. As 
this was my first NOAC I wasn’t sure what to expect, I found nothing but friendliness from everyone I encountered, 
whether that was someone from Texas, Utah, Florida, or OH. My expectations though were exceeded by the members 
of the lodge themselves. I was very worried for my son, Noah, being the youngest of the contingents. This was his first 
OA event since his Ordeal. I worried about him walking around such a large campus alone and feeling left out. I’m 
very happy to say that our youth made Noah feel very welcome, including him and some even went out of their way to 
make sure he was safe navigating the campus by walking him back from a class so he wouldn’t be alone. He had such 
a positive experience and felt so welcome he can’t wait to go back to another NOAC and become more involved in the 
OA. While I am using Noah as an example, I saw this amongst the whole group. I saw nothing but kindness and fellow-
ship towards each other. Inclusion was a huge part of NOAC with the activities and even speeches by the speakers. 
Everyone conducted themselves very well and represented Jaccos Towne Lodge exceptionally.

Mariana Spalding-Price did an amazing job during the shows. Her speaking parts were performed well. Clara Baskin 
also entertained us on Friday’s show. Denise Purdie-Andrews was the Vol judge for the game show and the lodge had 
fun chanting her name when she was on stage.  It was nice to see members of our Lodge up on the stage.
I’m so happy that Landon Grahek was able to have his Eagle Board of Review and pass plus Josiah Smith and Logan 
Dashiell were called to stand their Vigil. I’m sure these exciting events added to their special memories from this 
event.

As many of you know I’m usually in the kitchen cooking for our events so for me personally, the week was amazing 
because I got to know our amazing youth better, have conversations, laugh, and share in this event with them. Hands 
down all the contingents were the best part of my week, followed closely by getting to share this with my son.

This event took many hands to make it so successful and it would be wrong if I didn’t take this time to say some 
well-deserved thank you’s. We are lucky to have such caring advisers and adult leadership that were willing to give 
a week of their time to attend NOAC. I couldn’t have done this without all of their help. I had the privilege of working 
with Ronnie Parsons this past year and couldn’t have asked for a better partner. He is such a hard worker. He did an 
amazing job with communications and all the merchandise. From designing our promotional stickers and cards to 
patches and our super cool backpacks, shirts, and luggage tags. We had many nice comments from other contingents 
on our backpacks and I loved that I could spot our members walking around. Thank you for letting me be along for the 
ride. I had so much fun working with you.

Anne Phillips, not sure how I would have managed this without you. Thank you so much for answering my endless 
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number of questions at all hours of the day and night. Your knowledge, help and kindness were a huge comfort to me.

Matt Keck and Jen for all the work for the transportation. Thank you for helping us figure it out, finding the money, and 
finding our meeting and drop-off place. I appreciated all the advice you gave me. We loved the bus, and it made get-
ting there so much more enjoyable.

Scott Smith, Lodge Adviser extraordinaire, no amount of thank you’s are enough for the countless texts, calls, emails, 
and generally putting up with me. Listening while I worked through so many issues and keeping me calm because I 
was so worried, that I would be letting the lodge down.

Last but certainly not least to my adults that came along, Emi Church, you are the best roommate ever. I had so much 
fun with you. Thank you for helping me with the ladies on our floor and for everything else you did for me. You have 
such a big heart. Mark Baskin, Matt Best, Rob Bishop, Brant Gurganus, Stephen Herlt, Matthew Phillips, Jack Sampson, 
Will Turner, and Dan Andres, thank you so much for everything you did throughout the week. Helping with loading 
and unloading the bus, late night room checks, meds, tech, and our group chat so we could all stay in contact, patch 
selling, keeping our contingents safe and anything you did that I missed.

Finally, to all that went, thank you for trusting Ronnie and I with all this planning and providing you with hopefully 
what are wonderful memories to last you a lifetime. Thank you for representing your lodge in such an extraordinary 
way. I’m so proud of all of you and lucky to have so many wonderful friends in my life.
I look forward to the next NOAC and hope that many more of you will join us.

Much Love,
Melanie Baker
NOAC Adult Contingent Leader
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